Activation of GD3 synthase by sex steroid hormones in cultured rat hepatocytes.
The influence of sex steroid hormones on the activities of GM3 and GD3 synthases in isolated hepatocytes was studied. Progesterone (0.1 - 2.0 microM), beta-estradiol (0.1 - 1 microM), and testosterone (0.1 - 1 microM) activate GD3 but not GM3 synthase when added directly to hepatocytes cultured in modified William's E medium.